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PREMIER — CHINA VISIT 

352. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Premier: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to strengthening the relationship with China, which was 
demonstrated by the Premier’s recent visit to Beijing. Can the Premier outline to the house why this relationship 
is so important for creating Western Australian jobs and growing Western Australian businesses? 

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for South Perth! 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I thank the member for Belmont for the question. It is the case that last week I took my second visit to China as 
Premier of Western Australia. Late last year I went to Shanghai, the commercial centre of China, and Hangzhou, 
in our sister state of Zhejiang Province to present the case for tourism and international education. Last week 
I went to Beijing to meet with the management of the major economic institutions of the People’s Republic of 
China and also some of its major corporations to reinforce the relationship between China and Western Australia. 
As I said earlier today, and I think it bears repeating, in the last calendar year Western Australia exported more 
than $60 billion worth of products to China. The total state budget of the government of Western Australia is 
$30 billion. Our exports were double the value of the total Western Australian state budget. On an annual basis 
China exports around $4 billion worth of products to Western Australia. We have a trade surplus with China of 
$56 billion. It is very important to the national economy and the country’s position as a trading state. Therefore, 
I wanted to re-emphasise to senior officials in Beijing that the Western Australian government values the 
relationship with China and that we believe in a strong and respectful relationship. It is difficult and both 
Australians and Chinese in China raised with me the difficulties in the relationship between the federal government 
of Australia and the government of China. I urge everyone at a national level to work to repair that relationship. 
I think it is very important for our state in particular, but also for the entire country, that that relationship is repaired. 
I find it unusual that the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Australia has not visited China in the last two years. Our 
major trading partner should be a priority for the federal government of our country. 

We export three times as much to China compared with our next largest trading partner. Members should think 
about the importance of that relationship. Hundreds of thousands of Western Australian jobs depend upon that 
relationship. I saw some commentary from some federal figures and I will name one—Barnaby Joyce. When he 
was Deputy Prime Minister he compared the People’s Republic of China to Islamic State. That that was allowed 
to occur was embarrassing for our country and embarrassing for the federal government. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I would say to both the Prime Minister and the federal foreign minister that they need to 
reinstate a good relationship with China. They each need to take the time and make the effort to visit the country 
because of the relationship and its importance to Western Australian and, more importantly, Australian jobs. From 
the Western Australian government’s point of view, we will continue to emphasise the relationship because we 
know that it is important to hundreds of thousands of blue and white-collar workers in our state. 
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